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Legacy of Latham book store owner Denise McCoy lives on
by promoting literacy

'Little d Award' marks milestone by continuing woman's literacy efforts

By Jennifer Patterson  Published 4:15 pm, Wednesday, November 25, 2015

Albany

Denise McCoy may have written her name with a lowercase "d," but the legacy

she left behind is anything but small.

Known for her infectious humor and penchant for playful and funny stories,

McCoy owned the Bookmark, an independent bookstore in Latham that had a

considerable children's section. She died suddenly in 2003 of a congenital

heart condition at age 50.

Michael Fry, author of "The Odd Squad" middle grade series of illustrated novels, answers
questions from students at Arbor Hill Elementary School. Fry received the 10th annual Denise
McCoy Legacy Award on Nov. 20. (Joann Hoose Photography)
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In her memory, McCoy's family and friends established a national award that

focuses on humorous children's literature, her favorite genre.

"We grew up around books and trips to the library, so reading is something

that has always been important to our family," said Tom O'Brien, McCoy's

younger brother. "Our goal with this award is to raise the profile of literacy

efforts throughout the Capital Region."

The Denise McCoy Legacy Award, also known as the Little d award, was

established in 2004 to advocate for children's literacy. It merged with the

nonprofit 15-LOVE's literacy program, which McCoy actively supported.

Each year, a committee made up of McCoy's family and close friends, along

with 15-LOVE and librarians at the Albany Public Library, reads five humorous

books from the previous year geared toward middle readers (grades three

through five) and choose a winner by consensus.

Past recipients include some

heavy-hitters in children's

literature, including Bruce

Hale, Christopher Paul Curtis,

Sara Pennypacker, Jeff

Kinney, Lois Lowry, Tom

Angleberger, Jarrett Krosoczka, Tommy Greewald and Lenore Look. Every

author chosen has made the trip to Albany to accept the award and work with

local children.

True to form, this year's winner, Michael Fry, author of "The Odd Squad" series

of illustrated novels, traveled last week to accept the 10th annual award at the

Fort Orange Club in Albany.

Fry, the creator and writer of several syndicated comic strips including "Over

the Hedge," also visited Arbor Hill Elementary School, where he signed 180

books that were donated to students.
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Reaching out, books in hand

15-LOVE works with inner city children
to foster a love of reading. For
information, call 438-2039 or go to
http://www.15love.org.

"The kids asked great questions, like 'Did you have to use your imagination to

write the book?'" said Fry, who uses his experiences as a nerdy, French horn-

playing chess club member in his writing. "I was thrilled to get the news that I

received the award — it really is an honor."

Money raised at the award presentation is used to expand 15-LOVE's literacy

programs as well as the Denise McCoy Scholarship Fund. Nearly $75,000 in

scholarships have been granted to college-bound students that participated

in 15-LOVE programs.

Based at 785 Washington

Ave., 15-LOVE serves more

than 4,000 children

annually. Celebrating its

25th anniversary, the

organization was

established by the late

tennis legend and social

activist Arthur Ashe and

continues to channel his

motto of "use tennis to teach the game of life."

The nonprofit works to provide children with books of their own, a vision that

was regularly realized when students from Giffen Elementary and Arbor Hill

schools would visit McCoy at her bookstore. She would select books, dress up

like the characters and read to them. After McCoy's presentations, each child

selected a book to take home and keep.

"She had a way of making every book on the shelf come alive," said Amber

Marino, 15-LOVE executive director. "Our goal is to make reading fun,

something Denise did with fire and passion."
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